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FOLLOWING REPEAT BANGKOK 28001 ACTION SECSTATE INFO USMISSION 
GENEVA NOV 8. 

QUOTE: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE BANGKOK 28001 

STADIS 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: SNAR 

SUBJECT: FOURTH MEETING OF OPERATION HEADS OF NATIONAL 
NARCOTICS LAW ENFORCEMENT AGENCIES, FAR EAST REGION, 

PATTAYA, NOV 28 - DEC 1, 1977 

REF: GENEVA 9584 

1 . 1 APPRECIATE THAT THERE IS NOTHING THE US CAN DO 
WITH REGARD TO THE ARRANGEMENTS FOR SUBJECT CONFERENCE, 
SPONSORED BY UN DIVISION OF NARCOTIC DRUGS. THE 
CONFERENCE ITSELF IS MARGINAL, AT BEST. HOWEVER, WHAT 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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IS INEXCUSABLE IS THAT THE UN, WHICH COMPLETED 
CONSTRUCTION OF A US DOLS 9 MILLION OFFICE AND CONFERENCE 
CENTER IN BANGKOK IN 1976, PROPOSED TO HOLD THIS 
CONFERENCE IN THE BEACH RESORT OF PATTAYA, A MERE TWO 
HOURS DRIVE AWAY. OPERATING THE UN CENTER COSTS 
UPWARDS OF US DOLS 15 MILLION ANNUALLY AND INVOLVES 
SUPPORT FOR THE 370 OR SO INTERNATIONAL PROFESSIONAL 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


STAFF, PLUS ABOUT 200 GENERAL STAFF (MOSTLY THAI 
NATIONALS). I AM UNABLE TO ESTIMATE WHAT THE ADDED COST 
FOR THIS CONFERENCE WILL BE, IN TERMS OF HOTEL RENTALS, 

PER DIEM FOR UN SUPPORTING AND PARTICIPATING STAFF, AND 
TELEGRAM CHARGES, BUT IT WILL CLEARLY BE CONSIDERABLE. 

2. AT A TIME WHEN THE UN CONTINUES IN PARLOUS FINANCIAL 
CONDITION AND IS SO HEAVILY DEPENDENT ON US CONTRIBUTIONS 
IN VIRTUALLY EVERY AREA OF ACTIVITY, IN THE 
ABSENCE OF MORE BROADLY-BASED FINANCIAL SUPPORT, I FIND 
IT UNCONSCIONABLE THAT THIS MARGINAL, OVERLY LONG 
CONFERENCE SHOULD BE HELD AT A BEACH RESORT SO CLOSE TO 
A UN CENTER CONSTRUCTED AND MAINTAINED AT GREAT EXPENSE 
PRECISELY FOR FUNCTIONS OF THIS KIND. 

3. 1 STRONGLY SUGGEST THAT, WHEN UN AND PARTICULARLY 
DND OFFICIALS DISCUSS THE FINANCIAL AND BUDGETARY OUTLOOK, 
OUR REPLY TAKE NOTE OF THE EXTRAVAGANCE OF HOLDING THIS 
CONFERENCE AT PATTAYA. WHITEHOUSE 
UNQUOTE CHRISTOPHER 
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